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Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers kicks off WECA Education and
Lobby Days in Madison

Governor Tony Evers kicked off WECA Education and
Lobby Days, which took place January 27–28 in Madison
this week, with brief remarks touting his recently released
plan to invest in farmers, agricultural industries, and rural
communities.

Evers told the crowd of more than 160 attendees that he
understands the importance of cooperatives, because he
has experienced the success of co-ops in the education
world.

“I know that co-ops are a critical part of our state’s
electrical infrastructure. For many, flipping on a switch and
turning on a light is something we take for granted, and
obviously it would be impossible without you folks,” Evers said. “Many of you are from co-ops that serve
rural areas of the state, places that were hit hard in the recession, and have been slower to bounce back
than other parts of our state, but I believe in investing in rural parts of our communities, farms, and our ag
industries need to be part of our broader economic development strategy.”

Last week, Evers signed an executive order creating the Blue Ribbon Commission on Rural Prosperity,
and he encouraged attendees at the conference to become involved in the effort to develop strategies to
best support the needs the rural areas of the state.

“Economic development runs right through the co-ops and so you being at the table and being there to
provide input, I think, is crucially important.” Evers said.

Evers also directed the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC), which he promised to
defund during his campaign for Governor, to create the Office of Rural Prosperity. The Governor said this
office will help those in rural areas move forward in the areas of renewable energy and broadband
expansion.

“Our office will harness the technology, and opportunity, and jobs of the renewable energy economy. It will
also provide a one-stop shop for folks to navigate state programs and resources tailored to rural
communities, businesses, and workers,” Evers said. “It will also help rural businesses and communities
diversify and grow by expanding rural access to broadband services. Whether its health care,
telemedicine, education, job training, business, and ag, these days broadband is no longer a want it’s a
need, it’s an absolute need for everybody in the state.”

Evers wrapped up his remarks that ran just under six minutes by thanking WECA for its bipartisan
approach.



“That’s part of your DNA and I appreciate that,” He said. “We have to have bipartisanship in order to
accomplish things in the state, so in order to have our state thrive we need to create economic
opportunities for all 72 counties in the state, and we need to protect the things that make Wisconsin one
of the best places to live, and work, start a business, raise a family, and retire.”

Candidates for Congress, state Supreme Court, tout credentials
at Education and Lobby Days

Candidates for 7th Congressional District and Wisconsin Supreme Court were extended invitations to
speak at Education and Lobby Days. (Left to right: Senator Tom Tiffany, Jason Church, and Justice Dan
Kelly)

7th Congressional District

When Congressman Sean Duffy resigned in September, it created a vacancy in the 7th Congressional
District, which represents some or all members of 13 electric cooperatives.

State Senator for the 12th District, Tom Tiffany (R-Minocqua), is one of four candidates running for the
seat. Tiffany told the crowd he grew up on a dairy farm in western Wisconsin and worked for 7.5 years at
a cooperative in Plainview, Minnesota before returning to his home state as an entrepreneur, running
Wilderness Cruises in Minocqua. Tiffany first ran for state legislature in 2010, because, he said, the state
was in trouble.

“If you remember, our state had a $3.6 billion deficit, jobs were fleeing Wisconsin, almost double digit
unemployment,” Tiffany said. “Being a job creator and someone who had worked my entire life building
businesses, running businesses, seeing the impact of high taxes, excessive regulations, I said we gotta
do something about this in Wisconsin, and I came in with like-minded, citizen legislators, and Governor
Walker, and we changed Wisconsin. If you want a good job in Wisconsin, you can have it. That budget
deficit – it’s gone! We will now have the largest rainy day fund in the history of Wisconsin. I’m running for
Congress because of the same problems we had 10 years ago.”

In a fiery follow-up speech, Republican candidate and former aide to U.S. Senator Ron Johnson, Jason
Church spoke of his desire and qualifications to serve the country. A Menominee native, Church said he
never planned to run for office, but instead wanted a career in the military. He enlisted in the Army and
was deployed to Afghanistan. In 2012, First Lieutenant Church and nine members of his platoon were hit
when an IED exploded. Church went through 21 surgeries, including the amputation of both legs below
the knee. He was promoted to Captain and medically retired from the U.S Army in 2014.

“Even though the Taliban took my legs, America’s enemies did not extinguish my desire to serve,” Church
said. “It still burns in me. It’s still there. We are facing things as a country right now, that we need a new
generation of leadership to address. We have people right now advocating for ideals of socialism, things
that are time-tested, proven failures that we have seen in our country rebutted again and again through
capitalism, through innovation, through deregulation, and prosperity. This is a problem that I can’t wait 20
years to be a part of resolving. It needs to be addressed now, or the problems will linger, and the deficit
growing by the day will be a tax on my unborn grandchildren.”

Democratic candidates Lawrence Dale and Tricia Zunker declined the invitation to speak at the event.

The primary is scheduled for February 18. The special general election is May 12.

The 7th Congressional District includes Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Clark, Douglas, Florence,
Forest, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Polk, Price, Rusk, Sawyer, St. Croix, Taylor, Vilas, and
Washburn counties, and portions of Chippewa, Jackson, Juneau, Monroe, and Wood counties.
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Wisconsin Supreme Court

Three candidates are running for a 10-year term on the Wisconsin Supreme Court.

Daniel Kelly was appointed to the Supreme Court by Governor Scott Walker and is currently a member of
the court’s conservative majority. Kelly’s experience includes time as a prosecutor, defense attorney, and
litigator.

In addressing the crowd at Education and Lobby Days, Kelly spoke briefly, then took questions from the
crowd. In his remarks, he told the story of a young boy touring the Capitol who once asked him, “Who’s
your boss?” Kelly said this exchange always serves as a reminder to him that he works for the people, to
uphold the law of the land.

“My approach to the law is simple,” he said. “It’s informed and controlled by the constitution. My
responsibility is to apply the law as it exists.”

Supreme Court candidate and Marquette Law Professor Ed Fallone was not able to attend the event. In
video remarks he submitted to WECA, Fallone said his background as the son of a school teacher and a
Mexican immigrant gives him a “different perspective”. Fallone’s experience includes offering legal
assistance to low-income persons and working with the Hispanic community.

Candidate Jill Karofsky, a Dane County Circuit Judge, declined to attend or send a video message.

The State Supreme Court non-partisan primary is February 18, and the top two candidates face off
in the general election on April 7.

WECA presents inaugural "Champion of Electric Cooperatives"
awards

WECA President & CEO Steve Freese
 and Gov. Tony Evers

Sen. André Jacques, Rep. Joel Kitchens, and the
Washington Island Electric Cooperative

During the Education and Lobby Days event, the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA)
presented the first-ever “Champion of Electric Cooperatives” awards to those who went above and
beyond in support of issues and priorities affecting electric co-ops in the state.

WECA presented awards to Governor Tony Evers (D-Wisconsin), Sen. André Jacques (R-De Pere), and
Rep. Joel Kitchens (R-Sturgeon Bay), because each was influential in efforts to secure assistance for
Washington Island Electric Cooperative after its ice-damaged, underwater cable line failed in 2018. The
Wisconsin state budget included $2 million in disaster relief to help ease the $4 million replacement cost.
The budget also ensured electric cooperatives are eligible applicants for disaster assistance grants.

The WECA “Champion of Electric Cooperatives” awards recognize distinguished state-elected officials to
acknowledge their strong support for electric cooperatives and utilities, willingness to listen to constituent
and member concerns, assistance in the legislative process, and willingness to author, co-sponsor, or
advocate for bills that support electric co-op and utility-related issues.

The recipients are selected by the WECA Legislative and Regulatory Committee which consists of
members from every electric cooperative.
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PAC auction raises more than $11,000

Proceeds from Tuesday evening’s ACRE (Action
Committee for Rural Electrification) auction fell
significantly short of last year, following a record-
breaking year. The live auction brought in $10,435
and silent auction raised $821, for a total of
$11,256. Last year’s totals were $16,410 and
$590, for a total of $17,000. The second-highest
total was $15,020 raised in 2017. In spite of the
decline, this year’s total is still the third highest
total of all-time.

In ACRE elections, Roger Wiff was elected
chairman; David Paudler, national director; and
Tina Walden, coordinator, all by unanimous voice

vote.

Distinguished Service Award presented to Brian Rude

WECA also honored Brian Rude, vice president
of government and community relations of
Dairyland Power Cooperative, with a
Distinguished Service Award.

Rude sat down with State Senator and Senate
Minority Leader Jennifer Shilling, who currently
serves Rude’s former Senate District, for a Q&A
session to reflect on his time as a legislator, and
working with Dairyland.

Rude joined Dairyland in 2000, following 17 years
in the state legislature, including serving as
Senate president. Rude plans to retire in August.

During the Education and Lobby days event, leaders from Wisconsin electric cooperatives visited the Capitol and met
with their local legislators to talk about key issues affecting the industry including broadband expansion, and wild
parsnip exposure.
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Three Elected to WECA Board

Congratulations to the three candidates
who were nominated and elected,
unopposed, to WECA Board seats. New
board members are:

Dan Hillberry (photo left), Richland
Electric Cooperative, elected to
Director-Director position for District
1
Craig Buros (photo center),
CEO/General Manager, Vernon
Electric Cooperative, elected to
Manager-Director position for
District 1
Joe Metro (photo right), Polk-Burnett
Electric Cooperative, elected to Director-Director position for District 3

WECA Board Districts 1 and 3 had vacancies as a result of the bylaw change adopted at the
annual meeting in November, which creates four districts.

Wisconsin Commissioner Ellen Nowak appointed as Chair of
NARUC Committee on International Relations

Wisconsin Public Service Commissioner Ellen Nowak of the Public
Service Commission (PSC) was appointed chair of the National
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners Committee
(NARUC) on International Relations.

Commissioner Nowak replaces Chairman David Danner of the
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission.
Commissioners Kenneth C. Hill of Tennessee and David Morton of
British Columbia are co-vice chairs.

Established in 1996, the Committee on International Relations
supports NARUC's outreach activities across the globe, including
partnerships with many countries in Eurasia, Africa, Asia, and
Latin America.

With the trend of energy market development expanding overseas, several countries have sought help
and best practices from their American counterparts.

Nowak previously served on the NARUC board of directors and the executive committee until March
2018, when she was appointed by Governor Scott Walker to serve as the Secretary for the Department of
Administration. She was a member of the PSC since July 2011 and became chairperson in March
2015. She has represented NARUC before federal bodies and moderated panels at NARUC’s national
meetings. She holds a law degree from Marquette University and a Bachelor of Science from the
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee.

“I’m thankful for the opportunity to chair the committee and continue the important work of the NARUC
community around the globe,” Nowak said. “I hope to advance the great work of the committee by
educating NARUC’s members and our global partners. We must continue to learn from each other about
solutions to challenges and share opportunities.”

NARUC’s eight standing committees propose resolutions that, if approved by the board of directors, set
Association policy on congressional, federal and industry matters.
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A group based out of the Clark Electric Cooperative
area is launching an effort to create a specialty
Wisconsin license plate that would recognize all
people working in the electrical industry in the
state. The proposed design includes the phrase
“Keeping the Lights On”, and features an image of a
lineworker.

In order for the plate to be produced, the group needs
to submit 500 signatures from licensed Wisconsin
drivers who commit to purchasing the plates at a
ONE-TIME cost of $15, which covers the cost of production. The group is also raising funds for the
development and design fee, which is $15,500. The purpose of the plate is to honor and recognize all
persons working to ensure Wisconsinites have access to safe, affordable, and reliable electricity.

Vehicles that qualify to display the specialty plates include automobiles, motor homes, private trucks
weighing 8,000 pounds or less, and farm trucks weighing 12,000 pounds or less.

The group promoting the “Keeping the Lights On” specialty plates hopes to complete the process and
make the plates available to the public by April of 2021.

To sign up for the license plate or make a donation in support of the project, contact Linda McAley, PO
Box 65, Greenwood, WI, 54437-0065.

More Info Sponsorship Info

Job Market
Chief Executive Officer—Spicer, Minn.

The Kandiyohi Power Cooperative Board is seeking to fill the position of Chief Executive Officer.
Candidates should have broad leadership experience and skills related to member relations, human
resources, strategy, finance and operations. Candidates should also have strong written and verbal
communication skills, and be proficient in the use of social media.

To qualify, candidates should have a bachelor’s degree in business, finance, or a related field and 4+
years leadership experience. Utility experience is preferred. Kandiyohi Power Cooperative is looking for a
dynamic leader who will lead a positive and safe work culture, build relationships, and possesses
exceptional communication skills. The successful candidate must be a socially engaged leader, whose
honesty and integrity will help facilitate continuous improvement. The candidate must be committed to
Kandiyohi Power Cooperative members, employees and our service area communities.

For more information regarding Kandiyohi Power Cooperative please visit our website at
www.kpcoop.com. To apply, please mail, fax, or e-mail your resume with salary requirements by
February 12, 2020 to: Cindy Schue, Job #KPC1, Great River Energy, 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple
Grove, MN 55369-4718. Fax: 763.445.6531. Email: cschue@grenergy.com. An EEO/AA Employer. No
agencies please.
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Group launches proposal for Specialty License Plate to
recognize utility workers
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